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was removed from the limb, and the dilute
lotion of superacetate of lead applied in the
evening.
Ordered to repeat the application of 30

leeches, and to continue the pill every six
hours, with a drachm of the sulphate of &pound;

magnesia, taken in a wine glassful of pep-
permint water.

15. The principal swelling and tension
of the limb is now over the deltoid ; in fact,
this muscle would almost appear to mark
out the extent of disease; the general red-
ness and swelling of the limb have much
subsided. The constitutional symptoms too
are less severe ; the tongue is somewhat
cleaner, and the countenance improved;
the pulse continues small, and somewhat
quick. The bowels are very freely acted

upon. Ordered to apply linseed meal poul-
tices to the shoulder and upper arm ; to dis-
continue the pills and mixture, and to take

Bulphate y’magnesia, 1 drachm;
Infusion cf’roses, 1 oz., four times a-day.

18. A free incision was made yesterday
on the outer side of the arm, through the
integuments covering the deltoid; a small
quantity of pus only escaped; but the pa-
tient expresses himself much relieved. The

edges of the wound are widely separated,
and there is a large portion of dead sloughy
cellular membrane apparent. On making
pressure around the wound, an imperfect
kind of pus paeses out. At the anterior
fold of the axilla, there is a small circular
slough in the integuments, of about the size
of a sixpence; the cuticle has separated
over this part, and it appears ready to yield
from the pressure of matter within. Mr.
Travers made a free incision through the
slough, and to some extent around it ; a
quantity of ill-conditioned pus, and shreds
of dead cellular membrane, was evacuated.
There was profuse bleeding after the inci-
sion, in conseqaence of one of the dilated
arteries of the cellular membrane having
been wounded, and Mr. Travers thought
proper to apply a ligature. There is less
general swelling of the arm, and the consti-
tutional excitement has in a great measure
subsided. The poultices to be continued.

20. Both openings discharging freely ;
there is a large quantity of yellowish slough
occupying the anterior opening. The tongue
ib noiv clean ; the pulse moderate, and the
appetite returned. Ordered a mutton chop
dailv ; the dilute nitric acid lotion to be

applied to the wounds by means of lint and
poultices as before.

Sulpliate of quinine, 4 grains;
Infusion of roses, 4 ounces. Mix.

Half of this mixture to be taken twice
a-day.

28. The parts have continued to dis-
charge copiously since the last report. Strips
of soap cerate, spread on linen, are now ap-

plied round the limb, and the poultices are
discontir.ued. Continues the quinine mix-
ture, and is now allowed six ounces of wine

daily The patient’s health and strength
have gradually improved.

January 2. The wounds are healing fast,
and the patient is in every respect doing
well.

BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.
AN INTERESTING CASE OF MORTIFICATION

OF THE GREAT TOE&mdash;AMPUTATION OF
THE LIMB, BELOW THE KNEE&mdash;FATAL

TERMINATION.

John Reid, a middle aged man, 52 years of
age, was admitted into this Hospital, Nov. 2.
with the above mentioned disease. He had
been a sailor, and consequently much ex-
posed to vicissitudes of temperature. He

says that he received a severe bruise on the

great toe of the left leg, from a horse ; ec-
chymosis supervened, the toe became tumid, .

hot and throbbing ; but no attention was

paid to it, and he followed, as well as lie
was able, his accustomed pursuits.

It was on the 7th of October when he met
with the accident, and in a fortnight from
that time his constitution began to suffer.
Meanwhile the skin about the toe became
livid, the whole foot swollen, and more and

moie painful. A week previous to his ad-
mission, he discovered that the part was
totally insensibie. At that time he was at

Bristol, and not having a settled home, he
determined on walking to London, which he
did, and arrived a day or two before he
came to the Hospital. It is proper to men-
tion, that some years since the toe of the

right foot was in a very similar state, and
that it was a long time healing.
On removing the dead cuticle surrounding

the toe, the integuments presented a livid
black appearance ; the toe itself was cold
and insensible. The skin beyond this part
was of a dusk-, ash-coloured, white, and vesi-
cles containing fluid were here and there
seen. The whole of the mortified parts
were moist. No distinct line of demarc-
ation was discernable, the discolouration.
was insensibly lost in the parts around.
The foot and leg were much swollen, even
as high as the knee.

His nights had hitherto been sleepless
head-ache hardly ever left him ; and the
pain in the foot was unremitting. The
tongue was moist, but coated, and the pulse
small and weak. An effervescing poultice
was ordered to be applied to the foot. A
lose of house medicine to be taken imme-

diately, and after its operation grains of
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the sulphate of quinine every 6 hours. Six
ounces of wine daily. Milk diet.

Nov. 3. Has passed a better night than
he has for a long period before. Free froin

pain in his head: tongue clean ; bowels
open. The foot is much less painful, but
the thigh is swelled and the inguinal glands
are enlarged. No defined boundary between
the dead and living parts. Towards night
the pulse became full, hard and quick, beat-
ing 120 in a minute ; the skin was hot, and
he complained of thirst. The wine and

quinine were discontinued.
4. Not so well as yesterday. The gan-

grenous inflammation of the foot rather ex-

tending. Pulse 110, not so full as yester-
night. Tongue clean, bowels regular. Let
him continue the wine, and take 5 grains of
the soap pill, with opium, at bed time.

5. Has passed a restless night, which he
attributes to the pain in the foot. Pulse
120, and more compressible. Continue as
bfm*f

7. The inflammation appears diminished,
and less vivid. A line of demarcation ap-
pears to be forming on the upper part of the
foot, between the inflamed and mortified

parts. The mortification has now extended
as far as the root of the second phalanx of
the great toe ; the fcetor is very great.
The swelling of the leg and thigh is lessened.
Pulse 90. Bowels constipated. Continue 

i

the mixture, and let the wine be increased i
to 10 ounces daily. 10 grains of the pills to
be taken at night.

9. Has slept better during the last night ;
foot still painful. Bowels open. The par-
tial line of separation has disappeared, and
the mortification is again extending. The
first and second phalanges of the toe are laid
bare and destroyed. Continue the mixture
with the addition of another grain of the
sulphate of quinine.

10. Has passed a good night: the pain
in the foot being much less. The appear-
ance of the mortified parts much the same
as yesterday. The fcetor from the part
continuing to be very disagreeable, it
was suggested to :!B1r. Lawrence to try the
chlorate of soda, asacorrective, but a linseed-
meal poultice was ordered to be continued,
and the following lotion to be applied twice
a day instead ;

7Vit7.ic acid, 1 drachm j
Water, 1 pint. Mix.

11. The foot appears to be more swollen,
and the mortification slightly spreading.
Omit the lotion, with the poultice, and re-
peat the mixture, pills, and wine.

14. The mortification is still extending,
though slowly: there is no attempt at se-
paration. The foot and leg are much less
swollen, as are also the thigh and inguinal
glands. Tongue clean, bowels open. Ap-
petite good. Pulse 90, rather weak.

Mr. Lawrence requested that Mr. Earle
and Mr. Vincent would see the man, to con.
sult on the propriety of amputation. Mr.
Earle gave it as his opinion that in the pre-
sent improved condition of the patient’s
health, the operation was justifiable, al-

though no line of demarcation had taken
place. Mr. Vincent, on the other hand, said,
that during his practice he had seen three
cases of a similar kind where the operation
was performed, and in each of those cases
the stump took on the same diseased action
as the original disease, and that the patients
eventually died. In them the arteries were

greatly ossified, and he should infer that
such was the case in the present instance.

18. The appearance of the foot and leg is
much the same ; the mortification is slowly
advancing : the limb is less inflamed and
swollen.
Mr. Lawrence coinciding in opinion with

Mr. Earle, had the patient removed to the

operating theatre, and amputated the leg
below the knee. There was considerable

bleeding from the small vessels, which re-
quired the application of several ligatures.
Two veins were also tied. The anterior and

posterior tibial arteries were slightly dis-

eased ; the integuments were brought to-
gether by adhesive straps, and a roller ap-
plied round the limb. On the evening of
the operation haemorrhage took place from
the stump ; cold water was constantly ap-
plied, which had the effect of checking it.
Bandage removed.

I 19. Has passed a restless night: the

bleeding has returned, but is now much
lessened. Pulse 90, and feeble. Tongue
wiiite and coated. Bowels constipated.
Ordered to take a dose of calomel andjalap
immediately, six ounces of wine daily, and
five grains of the soap and opium pill atnight.

20. Is much the same as yesterday. The

stump has been very painful through the
night, and he complains of jerking of the
muscles of the thigh. Tongue coated.
Pulse not so feeble. The dressings of the
stump u’ere all taken ldf. No adhesion has
taken place. There is an offensive sanious

discharge. The cuticle has separated from
the cutis around the wound, and the integu-
ment underneath it has assumed a brown-
ish colour indicating the commencement of
gangrene. A slight blush of inflammation
is observable around the contiguous skin.
A linseed poultice to be applied to the sur-
face of the stump, and the pills and wine to
be continued.

This is a practice Mr. Lawrence in-

variably adopts, whether the operation is
performed above or below the knee. The
limb of course is carefully watched, and im-
mediately any tumefaction is observable, the
roller is cut away.
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21. Passed an indifferent night. Gan-

grene of the integuments is slightly in-
creased : the surface of the muscles is red,
and granulations appear sprouting up : a

copious sanious discharge still continues
to flow from the wound, and the oc-

casional jerking of the muscles continues.
Pulse very weak; appetite almost lost.

Tongue much coated. Let him have 10

ounces of wine daily ; 10 grains of the pill
at night instead of 5 grains, and 3 grains of
the sulphate of quinine three times a day.

26. His countenance has undergone a

viaible change ; the features are attenuated,
and he looks anxious and dejected. His

appetite is now completely gone, and the
tongue at the back part is brown and dry.
The mortification of the stump has in-

creased ; the surface of the muscles have no
longer a healthy aspect ; and a viscid dark-
coloured matter covers the whole stump.
From this time he gradually sunk, and died

on the 3d of December.
On Examination, the arteries were found to

be here and there slightly ossified, but not
much more than is usually observable at such
an age. The vena saphena interna was
thickened so as to appear very much like an
artery ; the last two or three inches of its
course were filled with pus, of which the
femoral vein also contained a small quantity.
Neither of these veins appeared inflamed.
On cutting into the capsule of the hip-joint
a large quantity of purulent matter escaped.
The synovial membrane which is reflected
over the head of the bone was absorbed,
and the cartilage was ulcerated ; but no
other mark of inflammation having existed,
was discernable.

It is rather curious that the correspond-
ing hip-joint presented almost similar ap-
pearances. Within the left side of the
thorax was found a large quantity of sero-
purulent fluid, and some tubercles were
found in the under part of the lung. The

right lung was likewise diseased. It is
rather strange that the patient during life,
never once complained of feeling any un-
easiness in any of the parts in which such
extensive disease had been going on. 

’

CASE OF ANEURISM IN THE DESCENDING

AOBTA, WITH RUPTURE INTO THE PERI-
CARDIUM.

- A butcher, apparently about 0, was brought
into Rahere ward, having suddenly expired.
His wife stated that on Sunday morning he
complained of violent pain in the head ; that
the whole of that night, and part of ,Ilonday,
he had been drinking, and was ;scarcely
sober at the time of his death on Tuesday
afiernoon, when he was occupied in the

! slaughter-house. He was club-footed ; and
from the diminutive size of his calves and
thighs, seemed to have used crutches.

Post Mortem Examiiiation.

The lips and cheeks were quite purple,
and the veins about the head and neck par-
ticularly turgid ; the membranes distended
with blood, and the arachnoid opaque at the
basis of the brain. The small intestines

highly vascular in one or two places. On

opening the pericardium, it was found to
contain at least a pound of serum and cras-
sament. An aneurism of the aorta had in-
sinuated between the lungs, and bursted
into the pericardium at its posterior part,
through a small ulcerated opening, which
would have admitted the point of a small
goose quill. On the inner surface of the

bag much lymph had been deposited around
the aperture, nature having fruitlessly en-
deavoured to ward off the consequences
from the ulceration without. The lower

part of the bodies of the 5th, 6th, 7th, and
upper part of the 8th dorsal vertebr2e were
not only laid bare, but their ligaments and
part of their bony structure absorbed ; ab-

sorption seemed to have made much less
progress on the intervertebral substance.

The only operation performed this week,
was amputation in an old case of compound
fracture of the right leg, extending into the
joint. The operation was performed in the
Ward; and like many of Mr. Earle’s ope-
rations, in a very clumsy manner. Dis-

secting back the integuments, he pushed
his knife through them ; and made a

strange sort of an opening ; such bungling
is generally believed to he confined to the 
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surgical tyro in the dissecting room.

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.

STRANGULATED HERNIA - OPERATION -

STRANGULATION NOT RELIEVED-DEATH

- DISSECTION.

IBIary Burnett, aged 32, admitted with stran-
gulated femoral liernia on the left side ; she
has been subject to rupture for two years,
and thinks that she had not reduced it

during this time. Since Wednesday last,
the 4th in it had been more full, and she
has had no motions since that day. On her
admission she was affiicted with hiccup,
sickness, tenderness over all the abdomen,
and anxious countenance ; the pulse about
108. She was bled, and put into the bath.
A small tumour of the size of a walnut was
felt in the usual situation of femoral hernia ; -,
this was cut down upon ; and, on the sac
being opened, was found to consist of a por-
tion of omentum, much compressed, pre-
senting the appearance a good deal re-

sembling one of the common conglomerated
glands in two small lobes. It had con.


